
  

    

      

     

 

               

              

  

   

 

                   

                    

                  

                 

                      

            

                

                    

                  

 

               

                   

      

                     

        

                

        

                 

                   

                    

                   

           

                  

           

       

             

               

Out of  lassroom Experiences 

Schools Programme at The Higgins Bedford 

Essential Information For Your Visit 

We hope  ha you have an enjoyable, safe and successful visi  o The Higgins Bedford. 

Please do no hesi a e  o con ac us if you have any ques ions or concerns: 

e-mail:  hehiggins@bedford.gov.uk 

 el: 01234 718618 

SEND visi ors: We aim  o work closely wi h our visi ors  o provide accessibili y and a suppor ed visi  ha can 

be enjoyed by all. Workshops can be  ailored  o mee  he needs of SEND pupils, please discuss  his wi h us. 

A copy of our ‘how  o ge here’ bookle (developed in par nership wi h Au ism Bedfordshire) is available on 

reques . Please no e: for fire safe y, only  wo wheelchair users a a  ime on  he 2nd floor. 

Coach Drop Off Poin : The coach drop off poin is a  he bus s op on Newnham Road, nex  o  he archway in 

 o Cas le gardens. You can find a loca ion map on our websi e. 

We can provide parking on si e for up  o  wo minibuses, if no ified in advance. 

Parking: Car parking on si e is for blue badge holders only. There is limi ed pay and display parking on nearby 

s ree s. Disabled pupils or  hose wi h mobili y difficul ies can be dropped off by  he main en rance, off Cas le 

Lane. 

Lurke S ree  mul i-s orey, pay and display car park is a few minu es’ walk away, 

Arrival: En rance  o The Higgins Bedford is via  he black ga es and  hrough  he cour yard. Please check in a  

 he fron desk on arrival. 

NB We are no open  o  he public un il 11am. For safe y and securi y reasons, if you arrive before 11am, you 

migh no be able  o access  he building. 

Coa s and Bags: S orage for coa s and bags is available. Please do no leave valuables una  ended. 

Backpacks should no be worn in  he galleries. 

Food and Drink: Food and drink are no allowed in  he galleries. Packed lunches, snacks and drinks 

(including wa er bo  les) should be lef wi h coa s and bags. If you require a lunch space, please book in 

advance. If  he wea her is good, you may prefer  o ea ou side in  he cour yard,  he gardens, Cas le Mound or 

 he archaeology park. If your group is s aying for lunch, we recommend  ha  hey are given an oppor uni y  o 

s re ch  heir legs and ge some fresh air during  heir break. 

Self-Led Visi s: We do recommend  ha you make a preliminary visi  o The Higgins before bringing any group. 

S aff are always willing  o discuss your requiremen s wi h you. 

Please read and follow our self-led guidelines 

Trails and gallery ac ivi ies can provided on reques  o help wi h your visi . 

Pho ography: Pho ography is permi  ed in all of  he galleries, please do no use a flash. 
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Heal h and Safe y: Group organisers mus  carry ou   heir own risk assessmen before bringing a group  o visi  

The Higgins and a pre-visi  is recommended. A copy of our Hazards Informa ion shee  is available on reques . 

School s aff are responsible for  he behaviour and safe y of  heir pupils a  all  imes during  he visi . Please 

bear in mind  ha  we are open  o  he general public and ensure  ha  your pupils are mindful and respec ful of 

all of our visi ors. The Higgins has emergency firs -aid cover, bu  groups are reques ed  o bring a qualified 

firs -aider wi h  hem. 

Group Size: Minimum adul   o s uden  ra io for children under 16 is 1  o 10. For Key S age One pupils, we 

recommend a ra io of 1:6. Please be aware  ha adul s are required  o supervise and suppor   he pupils 

during  he whole of  he visi . 

Gallery Safe y: Please remind your group  ha   hey should no  climb/reach over barriers or  ouch objec s on 

display. For  heir own and o hers’ safe y,  hey should no  run or lean agains  walls, displays or plin hs. Food 

and drink is no  allowed in  he galleries. Please ensure mobile phones are silen   o avoid dis urbing o her 

visi ors. 

Objec  handling: We consider carefully  he po en ial hazards involved in handling objec s, whe her ar efac s 

or replicas. Objec s are used in our workshops on an age-appropria e basis and children are ins ruc ed on 

how  o handle  hem carefully. Please encourage your group  o handle objec s wi h care and help  o supervise 

 his during workshops. 

Please be aware  ha  we do make use of a number of objec s of animal origin. These can include excava ed 

bones, hide, lea her and horn.  

Gallery Ac ivi ies: We welcome drawing and ske ching in  he galleries using dry ma erials such as pencil, 

crayons, fel  pens and chalk pas els. Permanen  markers, pain  and oil pas els are no  permi  ed. 

Trails and gallery ac ivi ies can provided on reques . 

Shop: The Higgins has a shop in  he recep ion foyer. Please visi   he shop in small, supervised groups  o help 

our Fron  of House  eam serve everyone quickly. 

Paymen : Schools are invoiced af er  heir visi has  aken place. 
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